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 November 2005
1 Spring 2006 MontCAS Testing Windows
1 Coach’s Corner--MontCAS Website Tips
2 Save the Dates "There's More to Assessment than Testing"
2 Training for Spring 2006 MontCAS Test Administration
3 Testing for Private Schools
3 MontCAS, Phase 1
3 Spring 2005 MontCAS, Phase 1 (NRT—Iowa Tests) Results and Analyses are Online
3 Bar Code Label Information from Riverside
4 Spring 2006 Schedule of Important Dates -- MontCAS Phase 1 (NRT - The Iowa Tests)
5 MontCAS Phase 2—the CRT and the CRT-Alternate
5 Bar Code Labels for the CRT and CRT-Alternate
5 OPI Offers iAnalyze  and Released Item Training
5 2005 CRT and CRT-Alternate Technical Manuals
6 Math Vocabulary for the 2006 CRT
6 Spring 2006 Schedule of Important Dates: CRT and CRT-Alternate
7 System Test Coordinator Responsibilities
8 Special Information about the CRT-Alternate

October 2005
1 Good News
1 Coach’s Corner--MontCAS Website Tips
2 Accommodations and Alternate Assessment for Spring 2006 Testing
2 Assessment Presentations at MEA-MFT
3 Spring 2006 MontCAS Testing Windows
3 MontCAS, Phase 1
3 Spring 2006 Iowa Tests Materials Delivery
3 Bar Code Labels for the Iowa Tests
4 MontCAS, Phase 2
4 Timelines for Data Entry and CRT-Alternate Registration
4 Montana Educators Continue to Participate in CRT and CRT-Alternate Test Development
4  iAnalyze  and Released Item Training

September 2005
1 Spring 2006 MontCAS Testing Windows
1 Test Coordinator Information
2 MontCAS Sessions Offered at Fall Conferences
2 MontCAS, Phase 1-The Iowa Tests (Norm-Referenced Tests [NRT])
2 Contact Information
3 MontCAS, Phase 2--The CRT and CRT-Alternate
3 Contact Information
3 New Grades to be Tested in Spring 2006
3 CRT and CRT-Alternate Science Test
4 New/Improved Demographic Data Entry and Verification for the CRT and CRT-Alternate
5 Tentative Data Entry Timeline for Spring 2006 CRT Test Administration
5 Tentative Registration Timeline for Spring 2005 CRT -Alternate Test Administration

August 2005
1 MontCAS Spring 2006 Testing Windows
1 MontCAS, Phase 2
1 2005 CRT Released Items
2 Montana Educators Needed
2 CRT
2 CRT-Alternate
3 Sample Items
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http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/Assessment/Newsletters/Nov05AssessNews.pdf
http://www.opi.mt.gov/pdf/assessment/newsletters/Oct05AssessNews.pdf
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3 Released Items
3 Detailed Performance Descriptors Reading and Math in Grades 4, 8, and 10
3 Test Coordinator Information Needed

June 2005
1 MontCAS Spring 2006 Testing Windows
1 Video Tapes of “Reading the Spring 2005 MontCAS Reports”
1 Questions about MontCAS Prep
2 MontCAS, Phase 1
2 2005 Iowa Tests: Data Review Schedule
2 MontCAS, Phase 2
2 Verification of Reported Disaggregated Enrollment Due June 10
2 Spring 2005 CRT Reports
3 2005 CRT Released Items
3 Montana Educators Needed
3 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
3 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Targets for 2005
4 Planned Timeline for the 2005 AYP

April 2005
1 Districts and Schools to Receive Test Results
2 MontCAS, Spring 2005--Reading the Reports
4 Sharing JUMP
4 Spring 2006 MontCAS Testing Windows
4 Criterion-Referenced Test (CRT) Field Test in Grades 3, 5, 6, and 7
4 CRT Released Items Training

March 2005
1 MontCAS Announcements and Information
1 Spring 2005- Deadlines for Return of Materials
1 Reading the Reports Video Broadcast
1 Acting Test Coordinators
2 MontCAS Test Results Data Verification Schedule Spring 2005
2 MontCAS, Quick Reminders
3 MontCAS Testing Windows Spring 2005 and Spring 2006
3 MontCAS, Phase 1--Norm-Referenced Test (NRT)--The Iowa Tests
3 Riverside Publishing Company Contact Information
3 Future of the Norm-Referenced Test (NRT)
4 MontCAS, Phase 2--The Criterion-Referenced Test (CRT)
4 2004 CRT Test Results Are Online
4 CRT Materials to Keep
4 Criterion-Referenced Test (CRT) Field Test in Grades 3, 5, 7, and 8
4 CRT Procedures and Materials--How to Improve?
5 CRT Analysis
5 CRT Released Items Training
5 Enrollment Counts Required for the Spring 2005 CRT
5 Many Thanks to Test Coordinators and District Staff
6 Other Information
6 Planned Timeline for the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Process
7 Five-Year Comprehensive Education Plan (5YCEP) Effectiveness Report
7 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

February 2005
1 Spring 2005 MontCAS Test Windows
1 Remember to choose and wear the right testing hat
1 MontCAS, Phase 2, the CRT and CRT-Alternate
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1 Important Links
2 Important Dates
2 MontCAS Phase 2 - Test Administration Questions and Answers
3 Reminder of Testing Cycle Enrollment Count
3 CRT Released Items
4 MontCAS, Phase 1, The Iowa Tests
4 Important Dates
4 Important Links
4 Other Announcements
4 NAEP Assessment Activities January 24 - March 5, 2005
4 University of Montana Math and Science Workshop
4 Professional Development Academy—Building Number Sense

Special Edition January 2005
1 Spring 2005 Test Windows
1 Happy New Year
1 Video Broadcast of Test Administration Training for Test Coordinators
4 CRT Released Item Workshops
4 Phone Number Correction
4 Future of the NRT Survey
 

3

http://www.opi.mt.gov/PDF/Assessment/NewsLetters/Jan05AssessNews.pdf

